
Locked Down but Not Locked Out! 
Christ is Risen, HE is Risen indeed. Alleluia!  

This Sunday was our sixth Sunday apart.  We will have spent five weeks in 
‘lock down’ and have covered major dates in our church life - what would 
have been our AGM, Holy Week, the women’s retreat and last Sunday, Easter.  
That said, despite our ‘apartness’, I am also very aware of our 
‘connectedness’, and some of the joys that have emerged out of our 
separation.  It has been a great joy to meet together and pray everyday.  I 
have been surprised by the joy of ‘seeing’ each other at our worship on 
Sundays.  It has been a great joy to see friends and families joining with us 
for worship from far and wide (the penny dropped that we were living 
something important when Juliana read our reading from South Africa one 
Sunday morning). It has been a great joy to sense the Lord’s presence as we 
have listened in prayer ‘on line’.  I have had a new understanding of how the 
risen Jesus, by the power of His Holy Spirit, can unite, connect, encourage, 
inspire, motivate and build his church despite temporary separation and well 
beyond locked doors!  Many thanks to those of you who have initiated new 
groups and new ways of being in contact, whether it be via WhatsApp, phone 
call rotas, men or womens’ prayer/study groups, after-service prayer ministry, 
midweek youth groups, Farsi group, weekly church council meetings, 
managing and sifting through the volumes of medical and scientific opinion 
and advice, dropping groceries, updating and maintaining the website and 
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Coming live 
from the 

Shedquarters 
Little did we know 
as my sons and I 
dug a trench to put 
an ethernet cable 
into the shed last 
autumn, how useful 
i t w o u l d p ro v e !  
Welcome to “The 
S h e d q u a r t e r s ” - 
Trinity Church HQ 
during lockdown!

Home to many… …welcome to all (Jn 14:23)



Facebook pages, generally calling around and looking out for each other; whatever it is, I have a sense 
that as church you have risen to this challenge and I am so glad that I am living this crisis alongside 
you all! 

That said, I am also very aware of how testing these times are and lockdown has produced its own 
cocktail of challenges.  I wanted to remind you that the church counselling service is operational.  At a 
recent meeting we discussed the possibility of offering ‘informal chats’ with a counsellor, an 
opportunity to speak to someone with a pastoral ‘ear’ during Lockdown, a one off chat without formal 
counselling.  If you feel that you would value an opportunity to speak with someone confidentially, 
please contact the service directly via https://
lyonchurch.org/Wordpress/counselling-service/me  

In addition, we are aware that to buy a week or two 
weeks groceries at a time can be a large financial 
outlay in one go.  If you are experiencing particular 
financial hardship at the moment, please be in contact. 
Please do not suffer in silence.  We can’t make massive 
financial promises but the church council are eager to 
communicate that we can try and find solutions to help 
each other out in these times of specific need. 

Finally, can I ask that you continue to support the 
church financially.  Before the lockdown we were just 
beginning to break even every month and we ended 
2019 positively.  Please can you continue to contribute 
to the church finances via the website or the ICS link 
and we will do our best to keep costs and outlay to an 
absolute minium in order to keep directing money 
towards worship, people and outreach.  For much more 
information particularly about setting up a virement or 
regular donation  here is the church giving page link - 
https://lyonchurch.org/Wordpress/get-involved/
giving/  it is worth mentioning to friend from the UK 
that you can give to Trinity Church Lyon via ICS 
( https://www.ics-uk.org/lyon) and everyone can still 
benefit from UK tax and gift aid. 

In terms of keeping in touch: 
The church website is the best way to keep up-to-date 
with logon codes for online meetings, events etc. 
www.lyonchurch.org 
Facebook is more agile than the website and is a good 
forum for sharing and discussions.  https://
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Easter Sunrise 2020

The Sun rising over Lyon on Easter morning.

Ancient and Modern - Easter Sunrise 2020 
from  the Roman Aqueduct at Chaponost.   

Before Abraham, before Moses, before the 
Romans, before Covid-19, I AM (John 8:58)
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www.facebook.com/trinitychurchlyon 
We have started to put the church services and various different church medias up on the church 
youtube channel.   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP7xCu_kild7gwgh4mdF5-w?view_as=subscriber 

And finally…. here is a summary of some of the things we have been doing over 
lockdown.  Thank to Alison Heal for the resume and to ICS for publishing!” 

Here's a quick run-down of what's happening at TCL:
One Zoom address is now available for:
9.30am Morning Prayer every week day, which is attended by regulars from TCL and their friends 
from other places too - anyone who feels in need of starting the day with worship and prayer
10.30am Sunday Worship, which will be All Age Worship this week (please pray for us!) Sunday 
Worship is recorded and shared with others - this requires a warning so everyone knows to turn off 
their camera and mic if they don't want to be part of the recording.
Various weekly meetings of all the fellowship groups which usually meet in person
Ben Harding runs all this from his 'shedquarters', and we are all immensely grateful to God for Ben's 
technical knowledge combined with his energy and his pastoral care for us at this time.
A second Zoom address runs:
Weekly meetings and worship sessions for tots, children and teenagers
A third Zoom address has been set up as:
A prayer room for prayer support following the Sunday service
The prayer team:
The coordinator's email address has been shared regularly, so that anyone in need of prayer can get 
in touch quickly - emails go out to the team as needed, bringing updates (often encouraging) and 
new requests for prayer.
The WhatsApp group:
Ben set up a group called TC Everywhere, at the beginning of the lockdown. The aim is to share 
encouraging, uplifting, or practical comments, prayers, chat or videos.
Top tips for this: we have a medical advisory team which has a backroom group, shared with all 3 
moderators, where all medical advice is checked and agreed upon before sharing with the wider 
group - we want to avoid being too much like the rest of social media, spreading scary, depressing or 
inaccurate stuff.
We also set up small groups if there's ever something controversial posted, or two people disagree 
with each other publically - we aim to keep all disagreements behind the scenes, because they do 
cast a pall on the group if they go public. People have been great about settling disagreements in this 
way, and sometimes people agree to delete previous comments if they see how they were divisive or 
alarming.
Spontaneously, some of our readers and preachers have started sharing one prayer for bed time - I 
think this really helps the group to settle down for the night.
Links to each Zoom meeting are shared, just before the meeting begins, in the WhatsApp group and 
by email. You can't share that kind of info too far in advance, or it gets lost!
The phone call rota:
People who feel like chatting can sign up to daily or weekly calls. In this way we support each other - 
some of the people on the rota are more vulnerable or challenged than others, but frankly, we all help 
each other out, it's not a case of the 'strong' helping the 'weak'.
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